
COLOMBIA: A WEEK IN MITÚ 

Daily Itinerary 

January 10:  
Flight to Mitú with afternoon birding on the Urrania Road and bridge 

January 11 
All day on the Santa Cruz road with lunch at the hydroelectric station and an afternoon 
hike to the Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock lek 

January 12 
All day in Pueblo Nuevo. 

January 13 
Bocatoma Pipeline trail in the morning and along the Rio Vaupes in Mitú in the afternoon. 

January 14 
Bocatoma Antigua trail in the morning and Urrania road and bridge in the afternoon. 

January 15 
Early morning on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail for Gray-bellied Antbird and then later at 
the bridge to Urrania. 

ANNOTATED CHECKLIST OF SPECIES RECORDED 

TINIMIDAE 
1. White-throated Tinamou (Tinamus guttatus) Several were heard while hiking to cock-of-the-
rock lek.  

2. Little Tinamou (Crypturellus soui)  One seen on the trail at PN and another heard on the BPT. 

CRACIDAE 
3. Speckled Chachalaca (Ortalis guttata) A few scattered sightings around Mitú. 

COLUMBIDAE 
4. Rock Pigeon (Columba Livia) Feral population in Mitú. 



5. Scaled Pigeon (Patagioenas speciosa) Mostly heard but one was seen well in the scope along 
the river in Mitú. 

6. Plumbeous Pigeon (Patagioenas plumbea) Scope views along the road to Santa Cruz on the 
first morning. Heard at several other locations. 

7. Ruddy Pigeon (Patagioenas subvinacea) More common than the previous species. Heard most 
days and seen well the first afternoon near Urania.  

8. Common Ground-Dove (Columbina passerina) Fairly common around Pueblo Nuevo. 

9. Plain-breasted Ground-Dove (Columbina minuta) A pair was seen during a brief roadside stop. 

10. Blue Ground-Dove (Claravis pretiosa) Seen well by everyone on the last morning at the 
Bocatoma Pipeline trail.  

11. Gray-fronted Dove (Leptotila rufaxilla) This very shy forest dwelling species was heard at 
several locations.  

CUCULIDAE 
12. Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani) Very common along roadsides and in overgrown fields. 

13. Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana) Singles were seen at several locations. 

14. Black-bellied Cuckoo (Piaya melanogaster) A very confiding pair along the Bocotoma 
Pipeline trail. 

CAPRIMULGIDAE 
15. Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) Dozens were seen on our last evening along the 
road to Urrania.  

16. Band-tailed Nighthawk (Nyctiprogne leucopyga) A group of 15-20 was seen feeding over the 
river at dusk.  

17. Common Pauraque (Nyctidromus albicollis) Many were seen on the sitting on the road and in 
flight as we drove back to Mitu from the hydroelectric plant. 

APODIDAE 
18. Short-tailed Swift (Chaetura brachyura) A few were seen on the road to Urrania. 

19.  Gray-rumped Swift (Chaetura brachyura) Several flew over as we waited for the Fiery 
Topaz. 



20. Fork-tailed Palm-Swift (Tachornis squamata) Very common and seen daily. 

TROCHILIDAE 
21. Fiery Topaz (Topaza pyra) Spectacular display of at least 4 males on the road to Santa Cruz 
our first morning. 

22. White-necked Jacobin (Florisuga mellivora) Several were seen very well at the Fiery Topaz 
bridge. 

23. Reddish Hermit (Phaethornis ruber) Occasional but brief sightings in several locations.  

24. Black-eared Fairy (Heliothryx auritus) One was seen hover feeding on the Bocatoma Antigua 
trail.  

25.  Green-tailed Goldenthroat (Polytmus theresiae) The only sighting was a perched female on 
our first afternoon along the road to Urrania.  

26. Black-throated Mango (Anthracothorax nigricollis) The most common hummingbird. WE 
saw several on most days. They were especially cooperative at the Fiery Topaz bridge.  

27. Versicolored Emerald (Chrysuronia versicolor) One in the scope on the first afternoon on the 
road to Urrania and several others on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

RALLIDAE 
28. Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinica) Two were feeding in a small roadside wetland area 
across the road from the Rio Vaupes.  

CHARADRIIDAE 
29. Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis) Common in pastures and on the Rio Vaupes.  

SCOLOPACIDAE 
30. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) One on the river at the hydroelectric plant and two 
others on the Rio Vaupes in Mitú. 

31. Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) One was seen at Pueblo Nuevo.  

LARIDAE 
32. Yellow-billed Tern (Sternula superciliaris) One flyby at the hydroelectric plant.  

EURYPYGIDAE 
33. Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias) One suit on a nice show beneath the bridge to Urrania. 



ARDEIDAE 
34. Great Egret (Ardea alba) One was seen standing in a field as we left the Bocatoma Antigua 
trail. 

35. Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulescens) A couple were in the river at the hydroelectric plant 
and a few more on the rocks in the Rio Vaupes in Mitú. 

36. Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) A flyover flock near Pueblo Nuevo. 

37. Striated Heron (Butorides striata) The only one was standing on the rocks in the Rio Vaupes. 

38. Whistling Heron (Syrigma sibilatrix) One flew over the entrance to the Bocatoma Pipeline 
trail on our final morning. 

THRESKIORNITHIDAE 
39. Green Ibis (Syrigma sibilatrix) Two birds were feeding in a dry field across the road from the 
Rio Vaupes.  

40. Bare-faced Ibis (Phimosus infuscatus) One was seen feeding next to the runway at the 
airport. 

CATARTIDAE 
41. King Vulture (Sarcoramphus papa) Beautiful views of this splendid scavenger at Pueblo 
Nuevo. 

42. Greater Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes melambrotus) Multiple birds were encountered 
daily although never in substantial numbers. 

PANDIONIDAE 
43. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) One surprising flyover during our return to Mitú from the 
hydroelectric plant. 

ACCIPITRIDAE 
44. Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) Graceful, elegant and scarce. We saw only three 
individuals during the tour. 

45. Ornate Hawk-Eagle (Spizaetus ornatus) A juvenile drifted overhead at the entrance to the 
Bocatoma Antigua trail. An uncommon species in the Mitú area. 

46. Plumbeous Kite (Ictinia plumbea) A few were seen on most days. 

47. Roadside Hawk (Rupornis magnirostris) The most common raptor of the tour and living up 
to its name as we saw quite a few from the roads around Mitú. 



TROGONIDAE 
48.  Green-backed Trogon (Trogon viridian) The only widespread trogon. Heard daily and seen 
well near the Fiery Topaz bridge. 

49. Amazonian Trogon (Trogon ramonianus) We saw a pair of these canopy loving trogons on 
the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

MOMOTIDAE 
50. Amazonian Motmot (Momotus momota) Several were heard and one was seen on the trail 
across the road from Pueblo Nuevo. 

ALCEDINIDAE 
51. Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle toquata) The only one was perched on a wire near the bridge 
to Urrania. 

52. Green Kingfisher (Chloroceryle americana) A furtive pair was darting through the rocky 
banks of the river at the hydroelectric station.  

BUCCONIDAE 
53. White-necked Puffbird (Notharchus hyperrhynchus) One was in a mixed flock along the 
Bocatoma Pipeline trail.  

54. White-fronted Nunbird (Monasa morphoeus) Several were seen along the road to Santa Cruz 
and several more at Pueblu Nuevo.  

55. Swallow-winged Puffbird (Chelidoptera tenebrosa) One of the most abundant birds of the 
tour. Often lined up by the dozens on the utility wires on the road to Santa Cruz.  

GALBULIDAE 
56. Yellow-billed Jacamar (Galbula albirostris) Heard at Pueblo Nuevo and on the Bocatoma 
Antigua trail, but we were never able to pin them down visually.  

57. Bronzy Jacamar (Galbula leucogastra) Very cooperative individuals near Urrania and at 
Pueblo Nuevo. The latter was especially photogenic. 

58. Paradise Jacamar (Galbula dea) A pair was seen on the high utility wires on the road to Santa 
Cruz.  

CAPITONIDAE 
59. Gilded Barbet (Capito auratus) Finally seen after much effort on the road to Santa Cruz. 
Others were heard on most days.  



60. Lemon-throated Barbet (Eubucco richardsoni) Only some of the group had brief glimpses of 
this uncommon bird near the hydroelectric plant. 

RAMPHASTIDAE 
61. Lettered Aracari (Pteroglossus inscriptus) Scope views of a perched individual during our 
afternoon along the Rio Vaupes.  

62. Many-banded Aracari (Pteroglossus pluricinctus) A single sighting while on the first morning 
near the Firy Topaz bridge. 

63. Tawny-tufted Toucanet (Pteroglossus pluricinctus) One was seen during the hike to the cock-
of-the-rock lek. 

64. White-throated Toucan (Ramphastos tucanus) Heard daily and seen well several times. 

65. Channel-billed Toucan (Ramphastos vitellinus) The croaking toucan. This was far less 
common than the White-throated Toucan, but we did hear it well and have views in flight on our 
last morning. 

PICIDAE 
66. Yellow-tufted Woodpecker (Melanerpes cruentatus). Noisy and conspicuous. This was the 
most common woodpecker of the tour. 

67. Red-stained Woodpecker (Campephilus rubricollis) One was seen working a tree trunk on 
our first morning on the road to Santa Cruz. 

68. Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus) Sounding like a flicker, this large woodpecker 
was heard almost daily and seen several times. 

69. Crimson-crested Woodpecker (Campephilus melanoleucos) A pair was seen along the road 
near Pueblo Nuevo and another at the home of Juan Gabrial who invited us onto his property. 

70. Scale-breasted Woodpecker (Celeus grammicus) This one is always difficult to see well as it 
tends to stay high in the canopy. Our best view was in a mixed flock along the Santa Cruz road. 
Another was heard and seen in flight near Urrania on our final morning. 

71. Yellow-throated Woodpecker (Piculus flavigula) Spectacular closeup views of a female 
excavating a nest cavity on the trail at Pueblo Nuevo. Jack found another high in the canopy on 
the same trail. 

FALCONIDAE 
72. Barred Forest-Falcon (Micrastur ruficollis) One was heard on the Bocatomq Antigua trail. 
Sounds like a small barking dog. 



73. Black Caracara (Daptrius ater) Quite common, especially near water. 

74. Red-throated Caracara (Ibycter americanus) A single bird perched cooperatively at the 
beginning of the trail at Pueblu Nuevo and was seen well in the scope by everyone.  

75. Bat Falcon (Falco rufigularis)  One was seen hawking prey at dusk over the Rio Vaupes. 

PSITTACIDAE 
76. Cobalt-winged Parakeet (Brotogeris cyanoptera) Several noisy and conspicuous flocks were 
encountered. The best views were on the road to Urrania the first afternoon where we were able 
to put several in the scope. 

77. Orange-cheeked Parrot (Pyrilia barrabandi) Fairly common. These were seen regularly in 
flight, but the best views were of several feeding in a low, roadside tree outside of Mitú. 

78. Blue-headed Parrot (Pionus menstruus) A pair flew by and landed in a bare snag on our first 
afternoon on the road to Urrania.  

79. Mealy Parrot (Amazona farinosa) The common large parrot. Seen daily in good numbers as 
they flew overhead. We also had very good views of perched and feeding birds in Mitú and on 
the road to Urrania. 

80. Kawall’s Parrot (Amazona kawalli) This Brazilian species seems to be expanding its range 
into Colombia and we saw 20+ on one morning along the river in downtown Mitú. 

81. Black-headed Parrot (Pionites melanocephalus) This is a declining species and we saw them 
only on the road to Santa Cruz and at the beginning of the Bocatoma Antigua trail. A better name 
for this species would be “black-capped parrot.” 

82. Red-fan Parrot (Deroptyus accipitrinus) Seen on both evening visits to the Urrania area. On 
the first afternoon a perched bird was backlit, but a group of five showed better on our last 
afternoon there. 

83. Maroon-tailed Parakeet (Pyrrhura melanura) Common, but seen mostly in flight as they 
zipped past us. We did have looks at a few feeding in a tree along the road to Santa Cruz. 

84. Red-bellied Macaw (Orthopsittaca manilatus) Common around Mitú especially in the early 
morning as they moved from their evening roosts to feeding areas.  

85. Scarlet Macaw (Ara macao) These spectacular macaws were not abundant, but quite 
conspicuous in the Mitú area. We saw pairs in flight on most days. 



THAMNOPHILIDAE 
86. Fasciated Antshrike (Cymbilaimus lineatus) Heard only near the beginning of the morning 
hike in Pueblo Nuevo. 

87. Plain-winged Antshrike (Thamnophilus schistaceus) A pair was seen during the afternoon 
hike at Pueblo Nuevo. 

88. Mouse-colored Antshrike (Thamnophilus murinus) A pair along the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

89. Amazonian Antshrike (Thamnophilus amazonicus) Pairs were seen on the Bocatoma Antigua 
trail and on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. In the case of this species, the female is much more 
colorful. 

90. Pearly Antshrike (Megastictus margaritatus) A single male put on an impressive auditory 
display on the Bocatoma Antigua trail, but proved very elusive. We finally were able to get brief 
looks at considerable effort. 

91. Pygmy Antwren (Myrmotherula brachyura) This tiny canopy dweller responded to playback 
during the afternoon hike at Pueblo Nuevo and was eventually seen fairly well. 

92. Yellow-throated Antwren (Myrmotherula ambigua) Another tiny canopy dweller. This one 
was heard only on the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

93. Cherrie’s Antwren (Myrmotherula cherriei) A very confiding pair on our final morning at 
Urrania.  

94. White-flanked Antwren (Myrmotherula axillaris) One was with a mixed flock on the 
Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

95. Spot-backed Antwren (Herpsilochmus dorsimaculatus) This species looks somewhat like a 
Black-and-white Warbler and was seen well as it responded to playback on the Bocatoma 
Pipeline trail. 

96. Imeri Warbling-Antbird (Hypocnemis flavescens) We tried hard, but without success, for this 
one on the morning hike at Pueblo Nuevo. Everyone finally had nice views at the beginning of 
the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

97. Gray Antbird (Cercomacra cinerascens) The harsh two-noted call of this canopy antbird was 
a common refrain in terre firme forest. A few people were able to see one on the morning walk at 
Pueblo Nuevo. 

98. Black-faced Antbird (Myrmoborus myotherinus) Our first antbird of the trip. A pair 
responded well to playback on one of the trails off of the road to Santa Cruz. 



99. Black-throated Antbird (Myrmophylax atrothorax) Great views of a pair that came close in 
response to playback on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

100. Gray-bellied Antbird (Ammonastes pelzelni) One of the highlights of the trip was provided 
by this small, enigmatic antbird. After much effort one put on a show as it m over back and forth 
across a small clearing on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. This is one of Mitú’s specialty birds and is 
highly sought after by birders visiting the area. 

101. Chestnut-crested Antbird (Rhegmatorhina cristata)  This is another of Mitú’s specialty birds 
and we had excellent views of a cooperative pair on the Bocatoma Antigua trail. The bold blue 
ring of this species is memorable. 

GRALLARIIDAE 
102. Thrush-like Antpitta (Myrmothera campanisona) Shy and reclusive. This species was heard 
at several locations. It was very close to the trail to the cock-of-the-rock lek, but never showed 
itself. 

FURNARIIDAE 
103. Olivaceous Woodcreeper (Sittasomus griseicapillus) A couple were seen during the morning 
hike at Pueblo Nuevo. 

104. Wedge-billed Woodcreeper (Glyphorynchus spirurus) One was in a mixed flock on the 
Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

105. Striped Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus obsoletus) One was seen quite well during the 
afternoon hike at Pueblo Nuevo. 

106. Buff-throated Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus guttatus) The most widespread woodcreeper. 
We saw singles at several sites. 

107. Straight-billed Woodcreeper (Dendroplex picus) A very cooperative individual put on a nice 
shown our afternoon along the Rio Vaupes.  

108. Point-tailed Palmcreeper (Berlepschia rikeri) We made a special stop for this species near 
the airport on our last morning and it showed well for several minutes.  

PIPRIDAE 
109. Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin (Tyranneutes stolzmanni) This bird’s harsh two-noted call was a 
common auditory backdrop to our daily activities. Though common and widespread, it is 
maddeningly difficult to see due to its small size and tendency to stay in one spot for long 
periods of time. We finally saw one on the last morning near Urrania thanks to Florencio’s sharp 
eyes.  



110. Saffron-crested Tyrant-Manakin (Neopelma chrysocephalum) This is another species that is 
difficult to pin down, but we had good looks on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail…..again thanks to 
Florencio’s amazing ability to spot small, stationery birds. 

111. Blue-crowned Manakin (Lepidothrix coronata) A few were seen on the morning hike at 
Pueblo Nuevo and another on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

112. White-bearded Manakin (Manacus manacus)  Seen only on the hike to the cock-of-the-rock 
lek. 

113. White-crowned Manakin (Pseudopipra pipra) Seen on the hike on the Bocotoma Antigua 
trail. 

114. Golden-headed Manakin (Ceratopipra erythrocephala) This most colorful and animate of the 
manakins was seen on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

COTINGIDAE 
115. Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock (Rupicola rupicola) Those who braved the arduous hike, saw 
several displaying males on a lek near Santa Cruz. This is another of Mitu’s specialty birds. 

116. Amazonian Umbrellabird ( Cephalopterus ornatus) Two were seen feeding in the trees along 
the stream near the bridge to Urrania. 

117. Spangled Cotinga (Cotinga cayana) Several, including a spectacular male, were seen 
through the scope on our first morning along the road to Santa Cruz.  

118. Screaming Piha (Lipaugus vociferans) A well named bird whose distinctive vocalization 
reverberates through the forest. Its sound is far more impressive than its appearance, but 
nevertheless we made the effort to see them on a lek during the morning hike at Pueblo Nuevo.  

TITYRIDAE 
119. Black-tailed Tityra (Tityra cayana) The pig-like grunting of this species was heard in several 
places. We finally saw one well on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail as it accompanied a mixed flock. 

120. Brown-winged Schiffornis (Schiffornis turdina) This bird’s musical call was heard on the 
morning hike at Pueblo Nuevo. In response to playback it zipped across the trail several times, 
but never landed where we could see it.  

121. White-browed Purpletuft (Iodopleura isabellae) This diminutive member of the Tityra 
family was seen a few times perched at the tips of tall trees. The purple tufts on the flanks are 
inconspicuous and were never noted.  



122. Chestnut-crowned Becard (Pachyramphus castaneus) One showed well in response to 
playback the first morning on the road to Santa Cruz.  

TYRANNIDAE 
123. Ochre-bellied Flycatcher (Mionectes oleagineus) Singles were seen on the morning hike at 
Pueblo Nuevo and on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

124. Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant (Myiornis ecaudatus) A tiny rotund puffball. One was seen on 
the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

125. White-eyed Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus zosterops) One was vocalizing on the Bocatoma 
Pipeline trail. It came tantalizingly close, but never showed well. 

126. Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher (Poecilotriccus latirostris) One was seen well in the fieldside 
thickets on the afternoon hike at Pueblo Nuevo. 

127. Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum) This today prefers the 
canopy. We saw one the first morning on the road to Santa Cruz. 

128. Gray-crowned Flycatcher (Tolmomyias poliocephalus) This bird generated some discussion 
our first morning on the road to Santa Cruz. It was left unidentified until review of photos 
showed the white supraloral area and the pale gray iris. 

129. Yellow-breasted Flycatcher (Tolmomyias flaviventris) The easiest Tolmomyias to identify 
and formerly known as Ochre-lored Flycatcher. A pair responded to playback in Mitú on our 
afternoon along the Rio Vaupes. 

130. White-lored Tyrannulet (Ornithion inerme) This tiny canopy flycatcher was part of a mixed 
flock on the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

131. Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet (Tyrannulus elatus) The distinctive two-noted call of this 
species was a ubiquitous auditory backdrop throughout the tour. 

132. Forest Elaenia (Myiopagis gaimardii) Small and nondescript. Fortunately this species has a 
distinctive up slurred call that betrays its presence. We were able to put one in the scope near the 
bridge to Urrania.  

133. Slender-footed Tyrannulet (Zimmerius gracilipes) Another diminutive flycatcher that is 
heard far more often than it is seen. We heard this species daily and several were cooperative 
responding to playback allowing everyone to see the source of the sound.  

134. Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus virens) Several of these neotropical migrants were seen on 
our first morning along the road to Santa Cruz. 



135. Drab Water-Tyrant (Ochthornis littoralis) A pair was seen in typical steep-banked riverine 
habitat along the Rio Vaupes.  

136. Citron-bellied Attila (Attila citriniventris) After an extensive search we were finally able to 
see this one on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. Of course the success was again a result of 
Florencio’s amazing spotting abilities.  

137. Bright-rumped Attila (Attila spadiceus) One was seen on the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

138. Grayish Mourner (Rhytipterna simplex) This myiarchus lookalike was heard and then seen 
on the Bocatoma Antigua trail. It responded to playback but remained fairly high in the canopy. 
This is an often overlooked bird due to its plain appearance. 

139. Short-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus ferox) a few were encountered during the tour. The 
best views were on the afternoon hike at Pueblo Nuevo. 

140. Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetetes cayanensis) The whiny call of this bird was heard 
frequently and it was one of the most frequently recorded tyrannids during the tour. 

141. Social Flycatcher (Myiozetetes similis) Seen on the road to Urrania and at the palmcreeper 
spot. Not a common bird on this tour. 

142. Dusky-chested Flycatcher (Myiozetetes luteiventris) A noisy pair was well seen in the 
clearing at the beginning of the trail at Pueblo Nuevo. They were harrassing the Red-throated 
Caracara. 

143. Yellow-throated Flycatcher (Conopias parvus) A very cooperative individual was art of a 
mixed species flock on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 

144. Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius) Heard daily and seen often. This species is named 
for its piratic nesting behavior in which it aggressively usurps the nests of other species. 

145. Sulphury Flycatcher (Tyrannopsis sulphurea) A moriche palm specialist almost always seen 
in stands of this tree. We saw it in several places, but best along the road to Urrania. 

146. Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus) Abundant in urban areas and along roadsides. 
Basically impossible to miss in any open area. 

VIREONIDAE 
147. Rufous-browed Peppershrike (Cyclarhis gujanensis) Seen well by Eric at the hydroelectric 
station while the others liked for cock-of-the-rock. It also responded to playback at Pueblo 
Nuevo, but didn’t show well there.  



148. Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) We saw several of these neotropical migrants 
accompanying mixed flocks on the Bocatoma Pipeline and Bocatoma Antigua trails.  

HIRUNDINIDAE 
149. Black-collared Swallow (Pygochelidon melanoleuca) The black collar on this swallow is 
difficult to see in flight, but we saw them perched on the rocks at the hydroelectric station and on 
the Rio Vaupes in Mitú. 

150. White-banded Swallow (Atticora fasciata) These were common along the Rio Vaupes in 
Mitú. A very handsome fork-tailed swallow with a white chest band. 

151. Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea) Relatively common around human habitation. 
They were seen in Mitú, Pueblo Nuevo, Urrania and Santa Cruz. 

152. White-winged Swallow (Tachycineta albiventer) Fairly common along the Rio Vaupes. 

TROGLODYTIDAE 
153. Scaly-breasted Wren (Microcerculus marginatus) Another shy species with a distinctive 
vocalization that we only heard at Pueblo Nuevo and on the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

154. House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) The southern form of House Wren was very common 
especially around human habitation. 

155. Coraya Wren (Pheugopedius coraya) Heard in several places and seen only briefly by a few 
people at the start of the Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

FRINGILLIDAE 
156. White-vented Euphonia (Euphonia minuta) One was seen feeding on mistletoe the first 
morning along the road to Santa Cruz.  

157. Rufous-bellied Euphonia (Euphonia rufiventris) One was seen in a canopy mixed flock on 
the Bocatoma Antigua trail. We heard its buzzy vocalization in several other places. 

PASERELLIDAE 
158. Yellow-browed Sparrow (Ammodramus aurifrons) Abundant is grassy pastures and fields. 
One was also feeding on the concrete patio slab during our lunch break in Santa Cruz. 

159. Pectoral Sparrow (Arremon taciturnus) Seen very briefly and only by some people on the 
morning hike at Pueblo Nuevo. 

ICTERIDAE 
160. Red-breasted Meadowlark (Sturnella militaria) Two were seen at the airport in Mitú. 



161. Green Oropendola (Psarocolius viridis) These were seen at a few sites. We had scope views 
along the road before our morning hike at Pueblo Nuevo. This species is smaller than the more 
common Olive Oropendola. 

162. Olive Oropendola (Psarocolius bifasciatus) The common oropendola around Mitú. We saw 
them daily including a late afternoon flight of 30+ along the Rio Vaupes in Mitú. 

163. Yellow-rumped Cacique (Cacicus cela) Noisy, conspicuous and easily identifiable. We saw 
these colorful icterids everyday. 

164. Red-rumped Cacique (Cacicus haemorrhous) Less common than the previous species. We 
saw them only once at a nesting colony on the road to Santa Cruz. The red rump is seldom seen. 
Instead they look entirely black. 

165. Epaulet Oriole (Icterus cayanensis) Another moriche palm specialist. We saw them several 
times on the road to Urrania and on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. Formerly known as the Moriche 
Oriole, this species may again be split in the future. 

166. Giant Cowbird (Molothrus oryzivorus) Only a few few. One flyby at Pueblo Nuevo and a 
few more with some cattle on the Santa Cruz road. 

PARULIDAE 
167. American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla) A female was seen foraging on the last morning 
near the bridge to Urrania. 

168. Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) Not a common bird on this tour. We had one on the 
road to Urrania on our last afternoon. 

169. Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) The most common neotropical migrant warbler in 
eastern Colombia. We saw them in several places. 

170. Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) Another fairly common neotropical migrant. They were 
seen in several places and the distinctive picky-tuck call was also noted. 

CARDINALIDAE 
171. Yellow-green Grosbeak (Caryothraustes canadensis) We saw one the first afternoon on the 
road to Urrania and another on the afternoon hike at Pueblo Nuevo. 

THRAUPIDAE 
172. Flame-crested Tanager (Loriotus cristatus) The only sighting was before the bridge on the 
cock-of-the-rock trail. 



173. Fulvous-crested Tanager (Lanio fulvus) Good views of the understory tanager on the 
Bocatoma Pipeline and Bocatoma Antigua trails. 

174. Silver-beaked Tanager (Ramphocelus carbo) If you missed this one you need to consider an 
alternative hobby. 

175. Blue-gray Tanager (Thraupis episcopus) Ubiquitous throughout much of Central and South 
America. In eastern Colombia the form of this species has white wing coverts and is known as 
the “white edged tanager.” 

176. Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum) See #172. 

177. Masked Tanager (Stilpnia nigrocincta) Scattered sightings of this species on the road to 
Urrania, at Pueblo Nuevo and on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. A very pretty bird. 

178. Turquoise Tanager (Tangara mexicana) A few were seen on cock-of-the-rock hike and at 
Pueblo Nuevo. 

179. Paradise Tanager (Tangara chilensis) A spectacularly colorful tanager that looks like it was 
created in an artist’s workshop. A couple of small groups were seen on the cock-of-the-rock hike 
and near the bridge to Urrania. 

180. Bay-headed Tanager (Tangara gyrola) Seen only by a few on the morning hike at Pueble 
Nuevo. 

181. Green-and-gold Tanager (Tangara schrankii) Another sparkling beauty seen at Pueblo 
Nuevo and on the road to Urrania. 

182. Swallow Tanager (Tersina viridis) The best views of this unusual tanager came during our 
afternoon spent along the Rio Vaupes in Mitú. 

183. Black-faced Dacnis (Dacnis lineata) Only one sighting and that came on our first morning 
on the road to Santa Cruz. 

184. Yellow-bellied Dacnis (Dacnis flaviventer)This was the most common dances of the tour 
and it was recorded in small numbers daily. 

185. Blue Dacnis (Dacnis cayana) Very nice looks at a pair on the Bocatoma Pipeline trail. The 
female is quite distinctive with a blue body and a greenish head. 

186. Purple Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes caeruleus) Seen in various places but most common on the 
Bocatoma Pipeline trail. 



187. Red-legged Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes cyaneus) A few were seen on the Bocatoma Pipeline 
trail. 

188. Green Honeycreeper (Chlorophanes spiza) A pair was seen in a mixed flock on the road to 
Santa Cruz. 

189. Blue-black Grassquit (Volatinia jacarina) Common in fields, pastures and along roadsides. 

190. Chestnut-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila castaneiventris) This very handsome seedeater 
showed well at Rancho Nuevo and later on the utility wires in Mitú.  

191. Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch (Sporophila angolensis) This is a fairly common seedeater in 
eastern Colombia and we saw them quite well in several places including along the road to 
Urrania and at Pueblo Nuevo. 

192. Large-billed Seed-Finch (Sporophila crassirostris) This declining species is always an 
excellent find. Its enormous white bill is the distinctive field mark. We saw it on the road to 
Urrania and at the palmcreeper spot. 

193. Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola) Not as common here as in some tropical locales. It was 
mainly seen in urban setting in Mitú. 

1924 Buff-throated Saltator (Saltator maximus) We saw these on both trips along the Santa Cruz 
road, but they were unrecorded elsewhere. 

195. Slate-colored Grosbeak (Saltator grossus) The beautiful song of this species matches its 
handsome appearance. Sadly it tends to be somewhat shy, but we did wee it well on the 
Bocatoma Antigua trail. 

MAMMALS 

Black Titi Monkey (Plecturocebus cinerascens) 

Luna and Lucas (the neighbor dogs that slept all day and barked all night) 




